even complete genomes, microsatellite analysis, genomic fingerprinting coupled with bioinformatics) are extremely helpful in defining species and exploring biodiversity. However, the molecular approach needs the input of classical taxonomy. The study of diversity (including ecological complexity, dissimilarity, functional diversity, diversity at various levels of organisation) can also help to understand the rules that regulate species coexistence in biological communities. Table 1 . Approximate numbers of properly documented [2] [3] [4] [5] living species on Earth. Rough estimates of known and undescribed species vary between 5 and 50 million [5] . Diversity is also an inherent property of humans and all human activities. Evolution apparently favours differences, as natural selection can only work if there is variation. Diversity is not only present in the genetic outfit of humans, but also in all of our social, cultural and religious activities. Variation, rather than similarity and equality (as demanded by political correctness), is the main feature in all aspects of human life and activity as well as in those of other organisms.
Prokaryotes
Diversity is a new international and interdisciplinary journal of science and technology concerning diversity concepts, applications, assessments and conservations. Diversity will focus on the mechanisms that create, maintain and affect biodiversity and the consequences of diversity loss. Its topics cover any source of biodiversity (from genes, species to biomes), chemico-physical diversity, sociobiological diversity, cultural diversity, religious diversity, political diversity and multiculturalism, to name a few. Papers will discuss general aspects of diversity assessments such as those through mathematical models and by computational methods. A main focus will be the biodiversity on the species and ecosystem level (ecology and biogeography). The analysis of diversity will include not only molecular evolution and phylogeny, but also ecological, biocultural and social evolution. On the cultural level, it will discuss multiculturalism, political, social and religious diversity and related topics such as tolerance and intolerance. We invite contributions to the theoretical aspects of diversity such as entropy, information, complexity, self-organization, stability and reversibility. Contributions from physics, chemistry and engineering sciences may investigate the role of diversity in thermodynamics, material science and complex chemico-physical phenomena. For both natural science and social sciences, diversity preservation strategies are of prime importance. Under this topic, studies on related international treaties, laws, agreements and plans for preservation projects will also be considered.
The scope of Diversity is to publish reviews, research papers and short notes in the regular issues. Related news and announcements will also be considered for publication. Our aim is to encourage both social scientists and natural scientists to thoroughly publish their theoretical and details. There is no restriction on the length of the papers. For computational and experimental studies, the details must be provided so that the results may be reproduced.
Diversity is the first international and interdisciplinary Open Access journal with this scope published in English. It will have all the advantages of the Open Access journals, most importantly a fast review process and reasonable publication costs for authors, and free access for all. In addition, there are three unique features:
 Manuscripts regarding research proposals and research ideas are particularly welcome.  Comments on any related papers published in this journal and other journals can be made public immediately in a mailing list, or as short letters, in this journal.  Electronic files describing or explaining the full details of calculations and experimental procedures will be deposited as supplementary material if unable to be published as the main paper.
As Editor-in-Chief, I hope that Diversity will stimulate the rapid dissemination of information from scientists from around the world on new topics and developments in all fields of diversity. The journal will offer a ground for scientists to expose scientific evidence, theories and reasonable speculation where permitted, which will help to record, analyse, understand, value and protect diversity on the Earth.
